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Meon Vale
Residents Association

Draft Minutes of General Meeting

	

When Held:
	

Thursday 23 May 2024 at 7:00pm

	Chair
	Rosemary Kidd

	
Attendance:-
	
Executive Committee:
Cliff Brown
Terry Moore
Sue Bedford
Jodi Cotton (& PPC)
Carol Watts
Rosemary Kidd
Caroline Alderson 
Nicky Salmon
Eugene McCluskey

Residents:
Lizzi Shaw
Sharon Byrne
Kim Shevket
Marian Aldesley
Pamela Moore
C Carthy
J Carthy
Jo Ballantyne
A Ballantyne
Louise Tominson
Steph Hillier
Karen Douglas
Thomas Sharpe
Amanda Evans
Ian Evans
Ken Wood
Jeff Kidd
Jasvir Sandhu
Jeanette Edmead
Kate E Shaw
Stuart White
Louise Francis
(51 signed in)
	
Councillors:
Stuart Keighley SDC
Judith Ciotti (WDC)
Sean Edmunds QPC
Suzie Edmunds QPC

Guest Speakers
PC Sid Hammond
Dionne Sambrook

Apologies:
Cllr Izzy Seccombe WCC
Richard Whittaker (LMPC and Exec Cttee
Claire Craige (Exec Cttee)
Faye Perry (Exec Cttee)
Chris Johnson (Exec Cttee)
Terry Barnicoat

Residents:
Adele Moorhouse
Carol Lomas
Geoff Field
Gaynor Field
Jo Webber
Lee Webber
Sally Hookes
Simon Hookes
Janet Brown
Jason Randall
Amanda Randall
Geraint Morgan
D Bode-Williams
Louise Barber




DRAFT M I N U T E S

Rosemary welcomed residents and visitors to the meeting.  She outlined the work the MVRA undertakes including the specialist groups and asked for volunteers to help in order to support future events and the ongoing work.  Some support can be ad hoc, and others as little as 2 hours per month.

Official business
Minutes from last General Meeting of 29th February 2024 approved: proposed: Terry Moore, seconded: Sue Bedford

Appointment of Officers: Nominated Cliff Brown, seconded Carol Watts:
Rosemary Kidd – Chair
Richard Whittaker – Vice Chair
Terry Moore – Vice Chair
Caroline Alderson – Treasurer
Secretary – vacant – request for volunteers please
Minutes Secretary – vacant - request for volunteers please
Fundraiser - vacant - request for volunteers please
Publicity Officer – Faye Perry
Events Organiser – Chris Johnson
Liaison Officer with Preim (Meon Vale Management Company) – Terry Moore
Liaison Officer with other organisations – Richard Whittaker

Appointment of Executive Committee Members: nominated Richard Whittaker, seconded Terry Moore:

Cliff Brown, Claire Craige, Carol Watts, Jodi Cotton, Nicky Salmon, Eugene McCluskey

PC Sid Hammond – Shipston-Police Neighbourhood Safety Team
PC Hammond outlined the area of responsibility for him and his team of 2 x PCSOs.  54 villages covering 370 square miles.  Their remit is everything which is a police matter, apart from 999 call response.  Crime statistics were reported and it was advised that overall, statistically Meon Vale is a very low crime area.  Over the last 5 months incidents reported include:
· 1 x residential burglary
· 2 x business burglaries
· 2 x retail
· 5 x criminal damage
· 3 x hate incidents
· 5 x vehicle theft
· Also some shed/allotment issues
PC Hammond reiterated the necessity of reporting any criminal incidents to the police as they are unable to respond officially to reports on social media, and neither will they appear in the data.  The best way is to report online, otherwise call 101.

Questions from the floor:
1. Update of CCTV –CCTV cameras is currently subject to planning application and shouldbe in position later this year. A new pole is to be located on Wellington Road (near Londis) and on a street light near the roundabout on Campden Road (Wellington & Chatham Roads). They will be connected to the SDC monitoring centre along with e camera at the Pavilion.  
2. Further questions were asked regarding the other entrance to the Estate from Station Road (Willow Way) and Stuart Keighley has taken this as an action to discuss with Stratford District Council. 
3. A resident asked for the opportunity to liaise directly with the housing association and Rosemary Kidd proposed that housing associations will be invited to a future General Meeting.

Stuart Keighley – Stratford District Councillor
Mr Keighley gave an overview of what the responsibilities of the District and County Councils. He advised that SDC is committed to liaising and communicating more with residents, and he encouraged people to engage with the Council through social media, email, websites and calls for consultation and engagement. Finally he gave an update on the traffic management plans for this years’ Rail Live event due to be held on 19th & 20th June 2024.  He acknowledged the issues residents experienced last year and advised this year there is a new traffic management company and car parking management company. Residents around the Station Road entrance were particularly affected and Mr Keighley took an action to discuss with the event organisers what the plans are to protect them for this years’ event.  He also asked people to monitor the situation and to take photographs of any issues with times and dates in order to provide him with the evidence to discuss with the events organisers in the future.  His email address is available on the Stratford District Council website.

Questions from the floor:
1. Are there plans for more bins outside Londis – to be answered by Terry Moore (see below)
2. Plans to fix the pot holes on Station Road – Mr Keighley advised that there is money allocated specifically for this purpose but no timelines currently available.
3. Bus shelter – (answered by Parish Councillor Cliff Brown) – Long Marston PC is taking responsibility for providing the bus shelter. It is anticipated that it will be in place this summer. 

Terry Moore – Preim Update
Accounts
· 2021/2 Have been audited. St.Modwen have agreed that previous surpluses should be allocated to reserves. It is anticipated that they will be on the portal shortly.
· 2022/3 will be available in 2-3 months time. MVRA will be given the opportunity to consider them and raise any questions prior to the accounts being published on the members’ portal;
· Monthly management accounts will have additional column added for “outstanding fees” to improve clarity to show amounts due from Direct Debit payments and bad debts. 
Cotswold Vale
· Management of “common areas” such as open space and shared non adoptable access roads remains with Firstport;
Site Issues
· Mowing verges of adoptable roads (such as Duncan Rd ) to be carried out.
· New dog bins to sports field. St Modwens have quoted for this but as the playing fields are to be transferred to the Parish Councils, they will be asked to provide.
· A programme of replacement bins along the Greenway has been agreed with Preim.. 
· A larger or second bin at Londis: quotes being obtained.
· Dog signs at the playing area/ sports field, 2 replacement and 2 extra signs have been ordered.
· Knee rail repairs, current phase completed, review in 3 months for next phase, then quarterly;
· Picnic table near woods: Preim to inspect and organise repairs
· Greenway surface “topping up” to commence by Whitings’ subcontractor starting June;
· Woodlands: Whitings responsibilities is confined to mowing of picnic area, emergency works to correct any danger to the public, stacking of logs/fallen trees to provide natural habitat. In addition, an annual tree survey to be undertaken;
· Wetlands is still with St. Modwen, they have said that they are proposing to open up the path in the autumn but further landscaping works are required;
· Approx 400m of removed hedges to be replaced by St.Modwen;
· Dredging of ponds is programmed for November;
Ecology
· Direct working relationship developed between MV Eco group and Whitings staff, to deal with day to day issues eg to agree no  mow free areas. Preim happy with this but any “unplanned/incorrect” works by Whitings should be reported direct to Preim;
· Sewage flooding along the Greenway is the responsibility of St. Modwens..
· Tyler Grange (St Modwens Ecologists) to carry out water vole survey in next 2 months.
Next Meetings
· MVRA is holding monthly meetings with Ben Ousey of Preim next meeting 19th June;
· MVRA is holding quarterly meetings with Preim and St Modwens representatives next meeting 17th July

Mr Moore noted that the estate maps on the Preim Portal showing the responsibilities for maintenance of areas of the estate are not accurate. He will continue to push for them to be corrected and for maps of the Greenway, woods and wetlands to be provided to ensure that future maintenance and improvement works are easier to manage.  Mr Moore was thanked for all his hard work.

James Pearson – Pebworth Parish Council
Mr Pearson outlined the different Councils who cover each part of Meon Way Gardens, and how that differs from the rest of the Estate.  He outlined the proposals that have been suggested following discussions with Persimmon with Pebworth PC and MVRA on Langate Fields in Meon Way Gardens,  These proposals include a MUGA (Multi Use Games Area) - similar to the one outside Londis, a garden of reflection with benches and shrubs, a cycle track and a options for the types of equipment in the children’s play area. Consultation with the community will start in July. The next steps will be for Persimmon to apply for planning permission and build is likely to be 2025.  Mr Pearson advised that the location of the children’s play area has already received planning permission on the area of the site office.  Mr Pearson also advised that the Parish Council are looking at the provision of more dog poo bins in Meon Way Gardens, speed capture cameras (designed to capture the data rather that speed cameras per se) as data is needed to request changes.

Questions from the floor:
1. Are these works obligatory?  Mr Pearson advised that only the children’s play area forms part of Persimmon’s legal obligations as part of the 106 agreement.
2. Who will maintain the children’s play area and the other proposed equipment – uncertain at this time but possibly the management company.
3. Jodi Cotton (Pebworth Parish Council) also advised that Persimmon have funded a new defib which will be sited by the Notice Board (where the current sales office is).
4. Ms Cotton also confirmed that each local police force is communicating regularly and effectively with the neighbouring forces.
5. Will the locations of the proposed works be identified clearly on the consultation document? The location of the proposals is part of the consultation.
6. Will there be a car park built to accommodate non-residents?  This is not proposed as the open space will be aimed at residents only.
7. Are there any plans to prevent HGVs from driving into Meon Way Gardens and Chatham Road in error as they are looking for the Business Park or Recycling Centre? Mr Pearson has taken that away as an action to see what support is possible.

Residents are strongly encouraged to respond to the consultation and subsequent planning application.

Residents are also encouraged to report all things of issue – either to the police, the developers, the housing association or the management companies – as relevant.  Any posts on social media cannot be acted upon and formal reporting helps the Association keep the relevant authorities to account.  The Meon Vale Residents Association is there to be a voice for the community but we cannot do that without your help.

Contact details of relevant organisations are on the MVRA website www.meonvalera.org

Residents are encouraged to sign up to become members of the MVRA on our website so as to be notified of future meetings, events and consultations.  

Dionne Sambrook – local resident
Ms Sambrook was recently a finalist in the BBC Gardnener’s World garden of the year competition.  She got to the final 8 in the country.  Dionne has been a resident of Meon Vale for 5 years and when she bought her home it was solely laid to turf and has an unusual layout.  Dionne gave a very informative and entertaining talk on how she managed to transform her garden into a haven for wildlife.  Ms Sambrook is a member of the Meon Vale Eco Group and created the Meon Vale Garden and Gardening Group and she encourages people to join.  Ms Sambrook was thanked for her time and patience, and for showing us her stunning garden.

Meeting closed 9.15pm

Date of next meeting: 26 September 2024 7pm at the Village Hall
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